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ABSTRACT 



This Kids Count census brief is the first in a series to 
offer policymakers concise glimpses of Kansas' children and families. The 
brief's introduction notes significant changes in the child population during 
the past decade: approximately one-half of Kansas' child population is 
concentrated in five counties; the state's child population grew by 8 
percent, but the relative proportion of children in the population remained 
stable; although many counties experienced a decline in the birth-to-age-5 
population, many counties also experienced an increase in the oldest age 
group, 15-17; and the state's child population has seen an increase in the 
number of multi-racial children and rapid growth of the Hispanic population. 
The remaining sections of the brief detail each of the preceding findings, 
including state maps with all counties illustrating the data. The brief 
concludes with policy implications of the data in the areas of allocation of 
resources and social service delivery. (HTH) 
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Making a difference for Kansas children. 





Introduction 
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Both counties with small numbers of children and those with larse 
child populations have their own unique infrastructure challenses, 
including social service and educational planning. 
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Population Growth 

While the number of children in Kansas srew by 8 percent between 1990 and 
2000, the relative proportion of children in the population has remained stable. 

• Much of the child population growth is occurring in clusters, in and 
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OUR WORK 

K ansas Action for Children is an independent, nonpartisan, citizen- 
based corporation founded' in 1979. We do not enter into contracts 
with, nor receive fundins from, government agencies. We work on 
behalf of all children to ensure that their physical and emotional needs 
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